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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is in response to tine initial filing on March 4, 2005. Claims 1-7 
are currently pending and have been considered below. 

2. Examiner's Note: Examiner has pointed out particular references contained in 
the prior art of record in the body of this action for the convenience of the Applicant. 
Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings in the art and are 
applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures 
may apply. Applicant, in preparing the response, should consider fully the entire 
reference as potentially teaching all or part of the claimed invention, as well as the 
content of the passage as taught by the prior art or disclosed by the Examiner. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



4. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Smith et 
al (US 6,587,755). 
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Claim 1: 

Smith discloses a method for operating at least one information display unit (14), 
a control unit (9) controlling duration of, and selection between, various still picture and 
video messages being displayed by said display unit (14), said control unit (9) operating 
in accordance with at least one timing algorithm based on socio-economic and 
behavioural parameters, whereby said messages are selected, changed, prolonged, 
repeated and deleted dependent on values of said parameters (see Figures 1 and 2), 

characterized in that at least one sensor (13, 16) mounted near said display unit 
(14) delivers to said control unit (9) which is an independent local control unit (9), 
signals representative of any of 

a) at least one environmental parameter (column 9, lines 30-40, lines 60-67) 

b) at least one behavioural parameter and (column 9, lines 30-40, lines 60-67) 

c) at least one environmental parameter and at least one behavioural parameter, 
said at least one timing algorithm also being based on possible environmental 
parameters and being operative to provide display control on the basis of said signals, 
thereby to provide independent message control and to adapt message selection, 
change, duration and frequency to a current parameter situation (see column 7, lines 
22-35). 



Claim 2: 



Application/Control Number: 10/526,701 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3688 

Smith discloses the method of claim 1 as described above and further discloses 
wherein characterized in that said timing algorithm is based on statistical data regarding 
the visiting frequency of specific socioeconomic people groups in a viewing area of said 
display unit (14) (see column 9, lines 30-40). 

Claim 3: 

Smith discloses the method of claim 1 as described above and further discloses 
wherein characterized in that said independent control unit (9) acts in a signal transport 
network to modify said independent message control on the basis of information 
transferred via said network from other control units (1) attached to respective display 
units (14'), regarding their local parameter values (see column 7, lines 22-35; column 9, 
lines 30-40). 

Claim 4: 

Smith discloses the method of claim 1 as described above and further discloses 
wherein characterized in that sensors (13, 16) mounted near at least two display units 
(14, 14') provide a basis for sequencing messages to be displayed in time dependency 
from one display unit (14) to the other (14'), said at least one timing algorithm being 
operative to interrelate behavioural and/or environmental parameter values detected at 
several display unit sites, respective control units (9, 1) attached to said display units 
(14, 14') being interconnected via a communications network, for instance a telephone 
network or Internet (see column 7, lines 22-30, 51-57). 
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Claim 5: 

Smith discloses an information display system comprising at least one 
information display unit (14), a control unit (9) controlling duration of, and selection 
between, various still picture and video messages being displayed by said display unit 
(14), said control unit (9) being equipped with at least one timing algorithm for selecting, 
changing, prolonging, repeating and deleting respective messages on the basis of 
currently valid socioeconomic and behavioural parameter values held in store by said 
control unit (9), 

characterized by at least one sensor (13, 16) mounted near said display unit (14) 
to deliver to said control unit (9) which is an independent local control unit (9), signals 
representative of any of 

a) at least one environmental parameter, 

b) at least one behavioural parameter, and 

c) at least one environmental parameter and at least one behavioural parameter, 
said at least one timing algorithm also being based on possible environmental 
parameters and being operative to provide display control on the basis of said signals, 
thereby to provide independent message control and to adapt message selection, 
change, duration and frequency to a current parameter situation (see Figures 1 and 2; 
column 9, lines 30-40, lines 60-67; column 7, lines 22-35). 
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Claim 6: 

Smith discloses the system of claim 5 as described above and further discloses 
wherein characterized in that said independent control unit (9) is a node in a signal 
transport network, thereby being able to modify said independent message control on 

the basis of information transferred via said network from other control units (1) 
attached to respective display units (14') regarding their local parameter values (see 
column 5, lines 43-53). 

Claim 7: 

Smith discloses the system of claim 5 as described above and further discloses 
wherein characterized by sensors (13, 16) mounted near at least two display units (14, 
14') to provide a basis for sequencing messages to be displayed in time dependency 
from one display unit (14) to the other (14'), said at least one timing algorithm being 
operative to Interrelate behavioural and/or environmental parameter values detected at 
several display unit sites, respective control units (9, 1) attached to said display units 
(14, 14') being interconnected via a communication network, for instance a telephone 
network or Internet (see column 7, lines 22-30, 51-57). 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The examiner notes that the following references included in the 
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Applicant's information disclosure statements are also very pertinent to the invention 
and include many, if not all, of the claimed invention 

• Powers (US 2002/00971 93) 

• Kanevsky (US 2003/0088463) 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Min Shin whose telephone number is (571) 270-3463. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jim Myhre can be reached on (571) 272-6724. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

MS /Donald L. Champagne/ 

8/25/2008 Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3688 



